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The oviginsg of the Chilliwack Museum and Historical Dooilety
contled b sadid bto o go oas far back 1903 foa. . Hovatio Webbh and
iz Chilliwack Filomnesey Association wesre collecting sarohival
material from abowt 1921, His association was rvesponsible for
collecting the group of &4 porbraits of plonssrs ract Liwved in
Chilliwack before 1871, Copiess of these photos wers donated to
the City of Chilliwack and the Township of Chilliwick. These same
photos now hang in the Programming Room of the Ohilliwack Mussum.
HMovatio Webb died isn 1936, taking the life of the Chilliwack
Fionssr Associaticon with him.

T the sarly 1940%s Clavence Dasey HWHells altempbed Lo organize
The Chilliwack Historical and Plonssry Assoociation. They held
their firvst meebing in January 1940 and even had the minubtes of
he mesbing broadeast on oradioc & Little over a vesr labter. Mot
srough interest was generated in starting & historical sociebty so
sows dat ion died in o dibs
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Years later dn the 195307%s interest was rvenswed in the idea of a
Mistorical socieby. The ediftor of The Chilliwack Frogress weobs
o b nesd for Chilliwack to ve its heritage idn 1956, The
fivet gensral mesting of the Chilliwack Historical Sociesbty was
Wednesday, Apydl 10, 1957 in Chilliwack Bernioy Migh Bohool. &
cornstitution was drawn up and Oliver M. HWells (Casey Wells?
Brvobher ) was elected the first president.

Mavah 11, 1938 marked the opening of Chilliwvacks first mussuam
iro& voom dn bhe MNowsll Street police stabtion. From this fivsh
sy ocation bhe musesuamn was abls bto launch sxhibits that
included mnature padinting by Allan Brooks, phobographs from bhe
Do Jack Barber collection, sxbibits from the RBook and Jads Cluab,
arnc Danadian paintings loaned from the Vanoowver &rt Gallevy. The
muismsun latery moved to the old libvary in 1962 (now the Chilliwvack
Chovmmar i by rodoes Bullding?.

Aomador development in the forming of Chilliwacks Srohives
came in DPEE when Casey Wells rvecedived permi ot from bhe
cieby to operats bthe Chilliwack Valley fSrvohives from his own
Frowpes ., Me was paid an honovarium and unbil his desth o dn 1978 he
varn the archives.,

O Jamuary 21, 1971 the socieby changed its name to Chilliwack
Yalley Mistorical Socisbty.

Thursday, December 2, 1971 marbked the day & new wing of
Everogresn MHall was completed. It would be bthe new homs of fthe
musstim. It was named the Wells Cernternnial Mussum in honoy of the
Wells family?s contributions bto the museum and community. The new
mumeun provided more work and exhibit space and an area for the
expanding archives.

In September 1981 the society changed its name again, this time
to bhe Chilliwack Musesam and Mistorical Socisty. Also in BEL the
society received use of bthe old oity hall on Spadina Avenus. The
soc iety sbtruggled o get funding that would renovate the
building, and after five vears they Tinally succesded. Six months
i 1987 the museuam had its grand opening abt bthe new
abdor. The museum chamgsd ibts name to the Chilliwack
dm. The old location abt Evergrsesn Hall was als vanovated for
of bthe continually sxpanding archives as well as sbovage
sildtiss for artifacts nob on display at the mus
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This collection is made wup primarily of corvespondence, minubes
and financial records of the Chilliwack Museum and Historical
Sooiety as well as a small file of newspapsy olippings and
var iows memnovabilia.
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The Chilliwack Historical and FPioneer Association

File 1.1 The Chilliwack Historical and Pionesy fAssociation
minutes broadoast Febroary 17, 1941,

Chilliwack Museum and Historical Socieby - constibtution

File 2.1 Comestitution, ruless and by-laws.

N
Chilliwack Museum and Historical Society ~ covrvespondences

File 3.1 Corvvespondencs 1986 - 1957,
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Covvespondenoe TUEE.

File 3.3
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Corvespondencs 1RED - 1960,

File 3.4 Corvvespondence 1261,
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Cov v espondens

File 3.7
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Covvesspondence 1968 -~ 1969,

File 3.8 Covvespondencs 1970,

File 3.9 Lo vespondencs 1971,
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File 3,10 Coorvespondence

File 3.11
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Covvespondencs 1975 - 1976,

File 3.14 Covvespondencs 1977,
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Frale 3,16 Covvespondencs 1979,
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Covrespondence January -~ May 1982,

Frile 3,20 Covrespondence Junse - Sepltember 1982,

File 2,21 Covrespondsnce Dobtober -~ December

File 3.22 Covyespondence DHED.
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File 3.23

pomdencs January - May 198,

File 3,24 Covvespondencs Juns - st Ember DEEd,

Frile 3,325 Covvespondence Ootober - Decemnbey 1984,
File 3,286 Covrespondencs January - Maroh 1985,
File 3,27 Corvespondence Apr il -~ July 18980 .o

File 3.28 Corvesspondencs August - Sepbtember 1985,
File 3.29 Covvespondence Oobaober -~ December 1985,
File 3,30 Covvespondence January - Apr il TREG,
Frile 3.31 Covrespondence May - Sugust DDEE.

c I Corvvespondencs September -~ December  DDEEG,

Chilliwack Museumn angd Historical Socieby -~ menbherashin

File 4.1 Membarship lists.

Ehilliwesk Museum and Historical SBooisby - minutes

File 5.1 Minutes 1957 - 19649,

File 5.2 Mirnutes 1970 - 197

File 5.3 Minubtes 1973 -~ 1976,

File 5,44 Mirmnubtes 1977,
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File B.5 Minutes 1978,
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File 3.6 Minutes 1979,

File 5.7 Mimuhes 1980,

File 5.8 Minutes 1981.
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Minubes 1982,

File 5,10 Minutes 1983,

File 5,11 Minubes 1984,

File 5012 Minubtes 1985,
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Minubes 1986,

File 5,14 Minubtes 1987,
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File 5.15 Mimubes 1988,

File 5,16 Minubes 1989,

Chilliwsck Moseum and Hisbtoricsl Society - newslebbsn

File &.1 Mewslaetbers 1977 - 1991

Ghilliwack Muaseun angd Historical Socieby - ohobographs

File 7.1 History Bomnanza 1979

Chilliwack City Hall - book of photographs used in the
application o Mationsal Massums of Canads for bthe
upgrade of fHthe old oity hall, Novembesry 1984,

Chilliwaclk Museum and MHistorical Seocisby -
miscellaneous paners
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British Columbia HMistorical Ossociabion

File 9.1 Mimutes and corvespondence 1958 - 1EFaE.

Canadian Forcoes Base, Ohilliwack

File 10,1 The Mourntainesy Newspapsy fAugust - December 1980,

ity MHMall project

ity Hall diary 1983 - 1984,
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Community - History  Feseavob - Librarvy

Covmmurtity — History R
Wexlls, 1966,
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File

Covvespondence 19ES.
File 13,2 Fimamoial statement and mnewsletbers 1984,

File 13.3 Museun budgest 1981 - 1984,



Bey ies 14 Vancouver Historical Society — newsletters

File 14.1 Mewsletter, February 1963,

Beriss 15 Wells Centennial Museum

File 189.1 Specifications for the construction of the Wells
Centennial Museum, May 1971.

Seriss 16 Giovernment funded projects

File l&.1 Chilliwack HMistoric Community Photograph Project
C1eas.

File 16,2 Developing Chilliwack’s Museum as a Towr ist
Attraction (1980).

File 16.3 Developing Community Interest in Chilliwack History
c19glly.

File 1&.4 "Fivret Alarm” Exhibition in City Hall (1982,

File 16£.5 Her itage Trust -~ Student Employment Frogram (19820,
File 1&6.6 New Ethnographic Exhibit For Visiting Fublic CLEsE.
File 1&.7 Frovincial Youth Employment Frogram (12810,

File 1&.9 Fessarching Chilliwvack’s Early Industry C1EE0 .,

File 16.9 Winter Employment Stimulation Program (1988 - TEEEY .

Series 17 Newspaper olippings

File 17.1 Agriculture.

File 17.2 ATER -

File 17.3 Bowmar, Jim.

File 17.4 Christmas.

File 17.3 Cherrvy Carnival.

File 17.6 Chilliwack.

File 17.7 Chilliwack City Hall.

File 17.8 Chilliwack General Hospital.
File 17.3 Chilliwack Librarvy.

File 17.10 Chilliwack military.



Sevies 17 Ceomtfol

File 17,11 Chilliwack Mussum.
File 17.12 Chiilliwack Progress,
File 17.13 Chilliwack residents.
File 17.14 Churohes,

File 17.15 Chinsse,

File 17,186 Cultus Lake.

File 17.17 Dermar, Ron.

File 17.18 Floods,

File 17.1%9 Fraser River.

File 17,20 Froaser, Simor.

File 17.321 Graingsry, Meil.

File 17.21& Graingesry, Dians.
Frile 17.2% Havrison Mot Springs.
Frile 17,23 Her itagse homnss.,

File 17,234 HMistory Carnival.,
File 17,25 Phogres B1 ide,

File 17,26 Hop picking.

File 17,27 layard, Mora.

File 17,328 Lickman propevby.
File 17,89 hemgierime .

File 17.30 Mimesy, Bill,

File 17.31 Minter, HBrian.

File 17,32 Miscellansous.

File 17,33 Mouwntains,

Faile 17,34 Muiseiimes .

File 17,35 Music.

Frale 17,036 Mat ive indians.

File 17.37 Obituaries.
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Fawls, Maomi.

Foxl doe history.
Foaprloum.

Foat of fices.
Halish art.
Sobhoenl .

SBhaw, Louise,
Sporbs.

B smhorrms.
Transportation.
Unidentifiable phobtos vrun in the
Wesdesn, Marie.
Wells, OLiver.

Yarr o

i bhe Chilliwvack

Chilliwack Progress.

Chilliwack Museum and Historical Socieby — guest books

Guest books 1958 - 1aEE.

Chilliwack Museum ang Mistorical Socieby ~ sorapn bhooks

Sovap boolks D95E - 19BED,

Sovap books DDES - 1991,

Chilliwack Musewm and Mistorical Bocieby - memorabilia

Fosters, plagues, and miscellanesous memovabilia.



Chilliwack Musewum and Historical Sociehby ~ financial

File 21.1 Fimanoial records 1970 - 1aEE.
Frale 21.2 Fimancial rveoords 1984,
File 21.3 Fiaimanoilal veoords D984,
File 21.4 Firmancial rvecovds 1985,
File 21.5 Fimancial rvecords 1986,
File 2106 Fimnancial records 1987,
Frale 21.7 Fimanoial rvecords 196

File 21.8 Fimnancial records 1989,

File 21.%9 Fimnancial recorcds 1989,



